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THE BEST
TRADITIONS
A PUBLICATION OF TAYLOR UNIVERSITY

BEHIND THE COVER
The Advantage of a Photograph
Video is great, but being a lifelong photographer, I have loved
the ability of the camera to capture a split second in time that
never is to be repeated again and preserved that moment for
many, many years to come. Consider some of the most iconic
photographs you have ever seen – American soldiers struggling
to raise the flag on Iwo Jima, an ailing Babe Ruth leaning
against the backdrop of Yankee Stadium just two months before
his death, and the young John F. Kennedy Jr., as he saluted his
assassinated father’s cortege in November 1963.
I don’t presume to compare any photograph from Taylor with
any of these world changing moments, yet my mind is drawn to
moments in Taylor history that have been preserved by a single
photograph – primarily because of its significance in the lives
of Taylor community members. Milo Rediger ’39 at the Upland
Train Depot as he returned to triumphantly announce Taylor’s
first successful accreditation, Jay Kesler ’58 solemnly standing
on the podium with Gene and Marylou (Napolitano ’68) Habecker
’68 at Habecker’s Inauguration just two days after the 2006 van
accident, and a jubilant Paul Patterson aloft on the shoulders of
celebrating players.
Silent Night is one of those cannot-forget moments in the lives of
the thousands of Taylor students who have taken part in it for the
past 25 years. Maybe it was the event’s unique nature. Or maybe
it was because these young men and women created lifelong
memories with their friends. Whatever the case, Silent Night has
rightfully taken its place among Taylor’s many beloved traditions.
Sure, a video gives you the sound and the fury of the event. But a
still photo captures facial expressions of individual women and
men as they celebrate this great ritual.
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Taylor's graduates report high
placement after graduation in new
survey.
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BACKSTAGE

WHO AM I?
I have often described my job as a sort of
“Turkish Delight,” analogizing the passage
from the C.S. Lewis book The Lion, The Witch,
and The Wardrobe. The thing with analogies
is they are often imprecise and can lead to
misunderstanding. Turkish Delight, as it was
referenced in Narnia, was a good thing used
to bad ends. As a result, Edmund Pevensie,
the traitor whose life would later be
redeemed by Aslan, could not stop eating it.
What I mean is this: I love the things I get
to do – photography, writing, the alumni
magazine. All of it. I love the people I work
with. I love serving our students – I see Jesus
in their lives. And I believe in the mission of
Taylor University. It is a wonderful blessing
to have worked here all these years in service
of this mission and those God has brought to
this place because the ultimate goal for each
of us is “Thy kingdom come.”
As I reflected on the stories we have shared
in this issue of Taylor, I was continually
reminded of God’s faithfulness in the lives of
these fellow pilgrims.

created to address the health needs of our
closest neighbors in Grant and Blackford
Counties, has received a critical Centers
for Disease Control endorsement. Tim
Sutherland ’07, an alumnus of our Film and
Media program, used his gifts in retelling
the story of Emmitt Till and that of Emmitt's
courageous mother, Mamie Till-Mobley. And
George Glass ’58, a man whom I love almost
as much as my own late dad, was honored
during a special celebration on campus a few
months ago.
The common denominator reminds me of
the old Sunday School story that ends with
the line, “The answer is Jesus.” The more I
think about it, instead of Turkish Delight, I
should rather ask the same question posed
by King David, the sweet singer of Israel,
“Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, and what is
my family, that you have brought me this
far?” May we each be found faithful.
Jesus shall reign.

J-Term trips, a staple for 50 years, returned
this year after a Covid-induced hiatus of one
year. Our Invitation program, an initiative
James R. Garringer H᾿15
Editor
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NEWS

Crushing the
NationalAverage
Ninety-nine percent of Taylor University’s Class of 2021 has achieved
high career outcomes (full-time, part-time employment, graduate
school) within six months of graduation – this, according to a newlyreleased Calling and Career Office study.
Dr. Jeff Aupperle, Director of Taylor's Calling and Career Office, said
the survey benefitted from an unusually-high response rate (more
than 90 percent), which proved helpful to him and his team.
Aupperle said the National Association for Colleges and Employers
(NACE) will release aggregate data on the national Class of 2021
sometime later this year, but a quick comparison of this year’s
numbers to last year’s NACE survey showed a national success rate of
82.4 percent – 17 points lower than Taylor’s 2021 data point.
“In terms of their success in relation to national averages, I would
connect it to the Taylor experience,” Aupperle said. “Our whole office
is established on building connections for students. The best thing
our office can do for our students is connect them to other Taylor
alumni and friends. We have faculty who do that so well, and many
others who serve as bridge builders for our students.
“Collecting data on each graduating class is always a very affirming
practice as it reminds us that Taylor is a place where students are
known, prepared, and equipped to take the next right step, whatever
that step may be,” Aupperle added. “As always, we recognize our
office plays just a small part in the success of our graduates as these
outcomes are a reflection of the years of investment of caring parents,
teachers, coaches, and so many others who each play a role in guiding
Taylor students as they pursue a faithful response to God’s call on
their lives.”
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99%
of Taylor
University’s
Class of 2021
has achieved
high career
outcomes (fulltime, part-time
employment,
graduate school)
within
six months of
graduation.

Taylor students and their faculty sponsors
pose on the Mediterranean coast during
the J-Term trip to Greece.

NEWS

Overseas, International Travel Returns

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN TWO YEARS, TEAMS OF TAYLOR UNIVERSITY STUDENTS DEPARTED UPLAND,
INDIANA, IN JANUARY TO TRAVEL TO DESTINATIONS AROUND THE WORLD FOR LEARNING AND MISSIONRELATED SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES.
Semester study abroad programs were called
home in March 2020 as the scope of the global
Covid-19 pandemic began to be realized, and
in 2021, for the first time in 50 years, no Taylor
University team departed the campus. With the
pandemic’s impact beginning to ebb, and upon
the heels of smaller overseas study trips last
year, Taylor officials reinstituted Lighthouse and
academic study abroad trips this January, but
with certain guardrails in place.
Traveling students were required by their host
countries to have negative Covid PCR results 48
to 72 hours before departure. They were also
required (by U.S. regulations) to have negative
Covid PCR tests within 24 hours of departure back
to the States. Provisions were made for students
who developed symptoms during the trip and
were either sent home early or stayed behind with
a faculty mentor until they were able to travel.

Fifty-six honors students traveled
to Greece and 42 more went to the
Mediterranean nation as part of the
Footsteps of Paul tour, organized by
the Department of Biblical Studies,
Christian Education, and Philosophy
(BSCEP). Teams of students also
traveled to Ireland and Ecuador for
study-related trips while four teams
of students in the Lighthouse program
traveled to Central Asia, Kosovo, Spain,
and Honduras.
Taylor officials say this spring semester
is looking more normal as students
are again studying in international
settings that include Ecuador, Israel
(Jerusalem University), Uganda, and
Spain. Students are also participating
in Spring Break mission trips to the
Dominican Republic, Daytona Beach,
and Louisiana.

According to Dr. Charles Brainer, Dean of
International Programs and Director of the
Spencer Centre for Global Engagement at Taylor,
the results of the trips are encouraging as well
as instructive for future travel opportunities for
Taylor’s students.
“Well-planned and well-led global experiences
are a high-impact educational practice that
greatly enhances the preparation of Taylor
students for an increasingly globally-connected
world,” he said. “The opportunity to learn, live,
and serve in an international cross-cultural setting
is critical for students in the 21st century. And, as
part of the core mission of Taylor University, it is
part of the preparation in understanding how to
better minister Christ’s redemptive love and truth
to a world in need.”

Taylor University is ranked #6 nationally
for undergraduate participation in study
abroad according to Open Doors.
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Taylor student Zach Hoekstra works with
Hartford City resident Rochelle Tabor at
the Invitation Clinic in Hartford City's town
square.

NEWS

INVITATION PROGRAM
ON TRACK FOR CDC
CERTIFICATION
TAYLOR UNIVERSITY’S INVITATION
HEALTH AND WELLNESS PROGRAM
HAS RECEIVED A GRANT FROM THE
CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL
(CDC) THAT WILL LEAD TO ITS
CERTIFICATION AS AN APPROVED
CDC PROGRAM.
Launched in 2018 as a joint program with Marion
General Hospital, Invitation (Inspire Vitality
and Transformation In Our Neighborhoods)
was created after Grant County (Taylor’s home
county) and neighboring Blackford County were
named two of the unhealthiest counties in the
State of Indiana. Students who participate in
Invitation are paired with community members
to help them map out a plan for healthier living,
specifically diabetes prevention and other
preventable diseases.
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Last year, Invitation and Assistant
Professor of Kinesiology Dr. Bradley
Kendall were awarded a $15,000
grant from the CDC in partnership
with the Indiana Department
of Health to assist Invitation in
becoming a CDC-certified diabetes
prevention program. The funds have
been used for training students and
faculty to be certified Life Coaches, a
requirement for the certification.
After assessing Taylor’s first-year
progress, the IDH encouraged
Kendall and the Invitation program
to apply for an additional $10,000
grant. The program was recently
awarded the grant, which will be
used to train more students in
becoming certified Life Coaches.
“Once a student is a certified Life
Coach, they can work for any
diabetes prevention program
anywhere,” said Kendall.
While Invitation is open for all
students, it is particularly valuable
for students in Health Sciences or
those on the Pre-Med track. Students
get direct patient time working with
the community, and they can count
it toward their patient care and
clinical hours required for medical
school and other health science
graduate school applications.

“In undergrad, it’s very rare to
get patient interaction like that
where you are one-on-one with
the patient and really working
with them,” said Grace Allen
’21, who studied Biology PreMed as a major and minored
in Chemistry and Preventative
Medicine while at Taylor. She
is now studying at Michigan
State University’s College of
Osteopathic Medicine, and
says Invitation played a direct
role in her application and
admission. “Doing this really
helped me to have something
so good on my application
when trying to get in. It’s very
competitive.”
Kendall agreed. “Whenever
we talk to faculty members or
departments outside of Taylor,
they’re pretty shocked that
students get the opportunity to
work with patients and do this
kind of work,” he said. “Many of
our students believe it’s what
got them into medical school.
“We service our community
members, while also educating
our students in preventative
medicine,” he added. “Our
students have had the ability to
work with over 150 patients, and
get experience at this level that
normally students don’t get.”

NEWS

Chemistry/Biochemistry
Program Approved by ACS
Taylor University’s Chemistry and
Biochemistry program has been designated
as an Approved Program by the American
Chemical Society (ACS), an organization
widely recognized as the premier governing
organization in the field of chemistry.
According to Dr. Dan King, Co-Chair of
Taylor’s Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry and Professor of Analytical
Chemistry, the certification means that each
Taylor student who now earns a Bachelor
of Science in Chemistry will earn an ACS
Certified Degree.
“This is very exciting news and results
from a long heritage of excellent students,
faculty, and supportive administration,”
said King. “The ACS is recognized globally
as the premier governing organization in
the field of chemistry and biochemistry, and
the ACS’s Program Approval is the highest

recognition available to undergraduate
chemistry programs. This validation of
our program’s quality provides immediate
affirmation to our students and their future
employers and graduate programs that a
Taylor University chemistry student is wellprepared in accordance with the highest
standards of the field.”
The ACS is a nonprofit organization
chartered by the U.S. Congress. According
to its website, “The ACS mission is to
advance the broader chemistry enterprise
and its practitioners for the benefit of
Earth and all its people. The Society is a
global leader in promoting excellence in
science education and providing access
to chemistry-related information and
research through its multiple research
solutions, peer-reviewed journals, scientific
conferences, eBooks and weekly news
periodical Chemical & Engineering News.

According to Dr. Dan King, the ACS
certification applies to every Taylor
chemistry/biochemistry graduate - past,
present, and future.

ACS journals are among the most cited,
most trusted and most read within the
scientific literature; however, ACS itself does
not conduct chemical research. As a leader
in scientific information solutions, its CAS
division partners with global innovators
to accelerate breakthroughs by curating,
connecting and analyzing the world’s
scientific knowledge.”
The ACS’ main offices are in Washington,
D.C., and Columbus, Ohio.
Taylor’s Chemistry and Biochemistry
program is one of 12 Council for Christian
Colleges and Universities (CCCU) member
programs in the country certified by the
American Chemical Society and the only
CCCU University in Indiana with ACS
certification.
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Through Taylor
University’s
Graduate
Program,
you can
enhance your
career and
better fulfill
your purpose.
Inside the west entrance of
the Reade Liberal Arts Center,
a shiny new laboratory gives
Taylor business students and
opportunity to study in a setting
and with tools very few college
students can access.

Taylor students can take an Applied
Portfolio Management course in which
they manage nearly $5.6 million dollars
of the University’s money through an
endowment program. While a number of
- MASTER OF ARTS IN
HIGHERallow
EDUCATION
The newly-renovated Finance Lab
universities
their business students
(in person on campus)
was officially dedicated in August “The new Finance Lab has provided me
the opportunity to manage a portion
by President Michael Lindsay
with a great opportunity
to utilizeOF
theARTS IN
of the
endowment, Henegar said that
- MASTER
MINISTRY
and Department Chair Dr. Jody
Bloomberg Terminals for
universitiesor
inFort
Indiana
have given
(in research
person 1xand
pertoweek few
in Indianapolis
Wayne)
Hirschy.
collaborate with my peers, in and outside
students almost 6 million dollars of their
TRANSITION
TO TEACHING
of class,” said Regan -Smith
’23, a finance
endowment to manage.
(online
courses
with
experiences in your local community)
The lab features Bloomberg
major.
Terminals that give students
He added
the Finance Lab has played
- MILD INTERVENTION
LICENSURE
access to the financial industry’s When Assistant Professor
of Finance
a critical role
for the
Applied
Portfolio
(online
courses with experiences
in your
local
community)
top resources. Additionally,
Justin Heneger joined the Taylor faculty
Management class, which accepts 10
- INTENSE
students can access a suite of
three years ago, students
only hadINTERVENTION
studentsLICENSURE
each semester. Those students
(online
courses
with
experiences
in your
local$700,000
community)
financial planning software,
access to one Bloomberg Terminal. Now,
then steward
between
to 3
including MoneyGuidePro,
Taylor licenses 12 Terminals (nine in the
million dollars to manage.
- TESOL (TEACHING ENGLISH TO SPEAKERS OF
RightCapital, RiskAlyze, and
Finance Lab, one in the library, and two in
OTHER LANGUAGES) LICENSURE
AssetMap, and Income Lab.
professors’ offices), costing
approximately
“From the standpoint
understanding
(online
courses with experiences
in your localofcommunity)
This collaborative space allows
$75,000 a year to operate.
stewardship and our responsibility in
students to have access to
While the total expense
of the Terminals
managing God’s resources, we have an
- TESOL
CERTIFICATE
(onlineatcourses)
investment expertise from all
is the reason for their rarity
colleges
opportunity, as faculty members, to
over the world in order to make
and universities, a donor covered the
begin to teach these students the biblical
well-informed investment
machines’ subscriptions for the next
worldview of the impact money has, in
VISIT WWW.TAYLOR.EDU/ACADEMICS/GRADUATE
decisions while furthering
several years.
that relationship as a steward of Christ’s
their personal experience and
resources,” Henegar said.
TO LEARN MORE.
portfolio.
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Hirschy said the Bloomberg Terminals
are highly regarded in the business world
and widely recognized by investment
professionals as the gold standard for a
market data platform.

“My knowledge base
has grown exponentially
because of the course,
and I have been able
to take a glimpse into
Taylor academics. The
instructor was nice and
the environment was
comforting and encouraged
a positive learning
experience.”
- Ian

Your high school junior or senior can take a Taylor
class now – no matter where you live. How?

Through online pre-college
classes, your student can
start earning college credit
from home.
Taylor University's Online Pre-College Program allows you to:
• Choose from 50+ courses
• Connect with an advisor to select the best course for you
• Select the course start date
• Work at your own pace
• Complete the course within four months
Our online classes are an extension of Taylor’s commitment to intentionally
integrate faith and learning, develop critical thinking skills, and create an
edifying community of believers and learners.
Browse the course options at taylor.edu/pre-college-online.
Our high school advisor, Noelle Brennan, would love to chat with you to help
you find the right course. Contact her at 765-998-4131 or nlbrennan@taylor.edu

“I loved how Dr. Maloney
incorporated the Christian
worldview with a secular
textbook. This highly
enforced Taylor’s view of
faith and learning. The
assignment questions were
poignant and informative.
Restating facts alone would
not fully answer each
question, and I enjoyed
having to think through
problems. I feel like this
method teaches me the
most about a subject.
Overall, I found this course
enriching and thought
provoking.”
- Micah
“Online study is for people
who are disciplined in
accomplishing their goals.
It is also very convenient
and the person can work
at his own pace. I love
it; this is really for me.
My instructor was very
understanding and helpful,
which helped ease my
worries because this is my
first time to study online.
My experience was very
meaningful, and I learned a
lot of new things.”
- Rica
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Yes,
Lord!
Living the Great
Adventure
Angi McCarty for
University Advancement

Passionate about art and design,
as well as storytelling, Taylor was
one of eight colleges that Mariah,
a graphic art major, considered
during her selection process.
The Q&A that follows gives
voice to her heart and her great
adventure as a follower of Christ.

Q.

Mariah, you’ve said that
multiple factors were instrumental
in your choice to attend Taylor: the
multimedia journalism program;
the “overwhelming generosity”
you received in Taylor’s financial
aid package; and the influence and
encouragement of Sarah (Heath
’13) Ketchum, who was your high
school history teacher at Highlands
International School in La Paz,
Bolivia. As a student 4,000 miles
from home, tell us about one of the
deciding factors in your decision.

A.
“American-born, Bolivian-raised” – this is
Mariah Hurst ’23, the youngest daughter
of church-planters serving with SIM, a
worldwide evangelical mission agency, in
La Paz, Bolivia. As a self-described “TCK”
(third culture kid), her formative years were
shaped by experiences that gave her a sense
of calling and purpose. Mariah attributes this
to the example of her parents whose lifestyle
was one of loving people unconditionally and
modeling the Christian life in practical ways.
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I applied to Christian and nonChristian colleges, believing that I
could gain things from both. And
I knew if I applied to a Christian
college that I wanted it to be
biblically sound and truly Christcentered. I kept praying that God
would open and close doors. In the
end I had two options that I was
excited about, and then it was very
clear that I was meant to come
here.
I remember coming to the campus
and feeling like there was such a
difference from other campuses I
had visited; there was something
different about Taylor’s student
body – it just felt like they all
wanted to be here, and they
enjoyed each other’s presence.
We hear the phrase “intentional
community” a lot, and I would say
it’s true. But I would also say it’s
an integrated community. Taylor
brings people together through

Mariah Hurst is one of four students
serving in the Presidential Fellows
Program at Taylor.

different opportunities. I’m very thankful
for a really strong community of friends
that have made the transition [to college
life] a lot easier.

Q.

This academic year, you have been
selected as one of four Presidential
Fellows following a rigorous three-part
process. This pilot program – a leadership
development initiative modeled after
the White House Fellowship – exposes
talented students to senior leaders and
substantive work assignments, seeking to
broaden their educational opportunities.
You said you were invited to apply based
on faculty recommendations, but were
initially hesitant. Tell us about that
journey, from hesitancy to acceptance.

A.

At first I was unsure. I saw it as
a great opportunity, but I had other
commitments and extracurricular
involvements, plus 17 credit hours. But
I realized that if I was selected to apply
for the program and if I moved beyond

each round, it was because
God meant this for me for
this season. I also saw this as
an open door, and I can truly
tell you I had so much peace
through the process.

or skills like design or photography or writing,
whatever that is, if I’m offering it up to God, then He
can do something extraordinary.

I’d say one thing that’s
unique about the presidential
fellowship is that they seek
to use you in your strengths,
but also grow you in your
weaknesses. The thought I
keep coming back to comes
from Exodus 3-4: Who God calls
He equips. God called me to
this and he’s equipping me
to do it. When we’re doubting
ourselves, Scripture instructs
us to look up and that’s the
reassurance we can have. It’s
the idea that whatever God has
placed in my hands, even if I
feel like it’s incredibly ordinary
or normal, like love for people

A.

Q.

Is there a verse of Scripture that is especially
meaningful to you?
One of my favorite verses has been Psalm 77:11:
Remember the deeds of the Lord. Yes, remember his
wonders of old. I love that verse because I think
we’re so prone to forget what the Lord has done,
not only on the cross, but in and through us. Psalm
77 challenges me to recall what God has done and
to live with that in mind. It’s encouraging to look
back and recall all the different things that God has
done – even looking back on my Taylor journey, how
God brought me here. I’ve been so blessed by the
generosity of people to be here.
Mariah Hurst’s Taylor experience is made possible because
of the generosity of donors who give to annual and endowed
scholarships. For information on scholarships, contact
Michael Mortensen (mcmortensen@taylor.edu).
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Lauren James, who is completing
a double major in Mathematics
and Computer Science while
minoring in Data Science, served
her dream internship last
summer when she joined the
NFL’s San Francisco 49ers as a
research development intern.
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Lauren James' view at Levi Stadium
in Santa Clara, California.

DREAM INTERNSHIP
Lauren James ’22 will readily tell you her first love
is basketball. The fifth-year senior guard has been
a mainstay in Coach Jodie Martinez’ rotation since
she arrived on campus as a freshman from Seymour,
Indiana. But her second love is football.

the organization. It was a great
team atmosphere I was able to
work in.”

“There is so much in the NFL that isn’t in
the media or isn’t in the news,” she added.
“There is so much that goes on behind
the scenes. It’s really a team atmosphere
James routinely saw and
and team concept. One department
interacted with notable
doesn’t have success without the other.
James, who is completing a double major in
executives such as John Lynch,
It definitely led me to see it in a really
Mathematics and Computer Science while minoring
the 49ers General Manager and
different light. But I also recognized
in Data Science, secured her dream internship last
inductee into the Pro Football
the 49ers are definitely a first-class
summer when she joined the National Football
Hall of Fame, and Jed York, the
organization. I think they really do things
League’s San Francisco 49ers as a research
Chief Executive Officer of the
the right way and try to do their best. The
development intern. In that role, she worked for
team. She admits that some of
people there really love coming to work …
the 49ers in the growing field of data analytics – a
the most memorable experiences I had an awesome experience. I definitely
movement that has not only been popularly embraced came from the up-close exposure want to pursue a career in analytics,
by Major League Baseball and the National Basketball
to the NFL athletes relative
especially a career in the NFL. I was kind of
Association, but also the NFL.
to their size, athleticism, and
thrown into the fire on a lot of things, but
speed.
that is really how you learn and I’m very
In an office in the 49ers facility in Santa Clara,
thankful for that.”
California, James and a handful of other interns
When asked if the experience
evaluated different positions on the football field
caused her to see the NFL in a
So if push comes to shove – basketball
during workdays that left little time for sightseeing and different or new light, her answer or football? “I’m going to say basketball
other tourist-type excursions.
was swift. “Oh, yes. I was really
because I play it,” she said, laughing.
blessed to work with a first class “That’s what I really love. Football is a
“They were willing to help me learn and help me grow,” organization. The people I was
close second. I’d play football if I could. I
she said of the learning curve she experienced. “They
able to meet were awesome.
love football.”
expected me to provide something that would better
There were some really great
people to be around.
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Foundational
Learning for Life
By Dr. Nancy Dayton, PhD

Let me begin with a quote that may sound familiar:
This was a very terrible and melancholy thing to see, and as it was a sight
which I could not but look on from morning to night (for indeed there was
nothing else of moment to be seen), it filled me with very serious thoughts
of the misery that was coming upon the city, and the unhappy condition of
those that would be left in it.
It was rumoured that an order of the Government was to be issued out to
place turnpikes and barriers on the road to prevent people travelling, and
that the towns on the road would not suffer people from London to pass
for fear of bringing the infection along with them, though neither of these
rumours had any foundation but in the imagination, especially at-first.
This was written by Daniel Defoe—who also wrote Robinson Crusoe. He
penned this account in the Journal of the Plague Year in 1772, memorializing
events which had occurred 57 years earlier, but events that Defoe feared
would be repeated in his time.
And another quote, whose subject may seem familiar:
‘But, Lord! how sad a sight it is to see the streets empty of people, and
very few upon the ‘Change. Jealous of every door that one sees shut up,
lest it should be the plague; and about us two shops in three, if not more,
generally shut up.’ 16 August 1665.
Samuel Pepys, perhaps Great Britain’s most famous diarist, lived through a
tumultuous period of British history. From 1660 to 1669, Pepys chronicled
everything from the coronation of King Charles II to the Great Plague of
London, which was followed by the Great Fire of London.
Pepys’s account of the Great Plague, which lasted from 1665-1666, is
absolutely fascinating for modern readers. It is also rather comforting to
see how he dealt with such a terrible situation with such a positive outlook.
Indeed, the outbreak coincided with a time of prosperity and success for
Pepys, showing however bad things may seem, life goes on.
‘To our great joy, the town fills apace, and shops begin to be open again.
Pray God continue the plague’s decrease! for that keeps the Court away from
the place of business, and so all goes to rack as to publick matters, they at
this distance not thinking of it.’ 31 December 1665
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Two years ago, in the depth of the pandemic, I
began searching for historic precedent – reflections
from people who had experienced what we were
experiencing, or maybe had experienced something
worse. What were their psychological responses? How
did they communicate? How did they perceive a future
beyond the immediate crisis? I was comforted by these
passages from the literary past and I was reassured
that I was not alone – others had asked some of the
same questions I was asking.
A response from a liberal arts point of view is second
nature to me since I have spent my career teaching
at Taylor. There I and my colleagues encourage our
students to search for wisdom, be informed, glean
information from across the disciplines that will
enable critical thought and habits of heart and mind
that will lay the good foundation for one’s lifetime.
As the pandemic approached, I began to research
and think in interdisciplinary ways. I reviewed
articles on everything from brain chemistry and
grief practices to economic impact and the origin of
the word “quarantine” which comes from the Latin
“quadraginta.” This word originated from trade
practices that required ships to stay in harbor for at
least 40 days before cargo was unloaded—practices that
dated to the time of the plague in Europe.
Adopting the posture of an armchair epidemiologist, I
began to wonder concerning the impact of quarantine
on communities, whether they were ethnic, racial,
religious or if they constituted a combination of
these categories? Is church really church if it is
online? I listened to pastors who tried to process the
implications of the pandemic and its aftermath. What
information could I trust and where could I get that
information?
The role of music became even more real to me as I
traced the familiar chord patterns and progressions
of The Eagles and Billy Joel, or Etta James and Aretha
Franklin, whose rendition of Mary Don’t You Weep is
deeply personal.
And finally, there were the great hymns of faith,
the chords of which make up some of my earliest
memories of family, my relationship with God.
Wonderful Name of Jesus
In My Heart There Rings a Melody
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
How Firm a Foundation

Our brains crave pattern, symmetry,
and frameworks in which to express
things we cannot express otherwise,
to shout and weep and mourn all
at once. We search those patterns
and frameworks for order. Exploring
the arts, the natural sciences, and
the social sciences allows us to search
what the best minds of the past and the
present think and say about how to find
those frameworks. We are fearfully and
wonderfully made.
That is just one reason I believe so
passionately in the liberal arts, because
they allow a person to study across the
disciplines to broaden his or her knowledge
base, challenge them to write effectively, and
demand that they think critically concerning
the world that surrounds them. And the
principles of our faith demand that we
integrate that education with the practices
and the theology that inform our calling as
children of God. It is an education that invites
us to “become more fully human”—as Arthur
Holmes said in his famous book, The Idea of a
Christian College.
In recent years my faith has been tested in a
multitude of ways that I did not anticipate
or think possible. I have read more, studied
more carefully and sung more of the songs
that offer me an understanding of my
humanity in relationship to others and to
God. And while I can acquire a great deal of
knowledge in my discipline and in studying
the disciplines of my colleagues, it means
nothing unless I place it in perspective to the
foundation of my faith – the Christ who died
for me. This is the centerpiece of a Christian
Liberal Arts education.
As we develop spiritual practices during our
faith journey, our submission reorients all
that we do in humility and reverence to God.
Our talents, our minds, our potential, and our
present loves, which when brought into order
with Christ, enable us to Come to Ourselves
(like the prodigal son) as children of God
– even in the middle of the confusion that
exists around us.

A passage
of the Old
Testament
that has been
especially meaningful
to me over the past year
has been King Jehoshaphat’s
prayer in II Chronicles 20 as
Judah was surrounded by her
Ammonite and Moabite enemies
and appeared to be at oblivion’s
edge. As Jehoshaphat reminds God
of His past mercies and regales His
omnipotence, he presents the dire
situation to the Lord and finishes
with one of the most prescient lines
in scripture: “For we are powerless
against this great multitude which
is coming against us. We do not
know what to do, but our eyes are
on You.”
Our eyes are on you. That is at the
heart of what my colleagues and I
focus upon at Taylor, and it is what
shapes our mentorship of the young
minds that God has entrusted to
us. Taylor University must be more
than a great experience in our
students’ lives. Mere experience
won’t build a foundation to draw
from when the diagnosis is grim,
when the stock market tanks,
or when they may have been

humbled and brought to their knees by the
circumstances of life. Our faith must rest
on a foundation of the Word of God and a
firm understanding of His character. His
omniscience. His power. And His mercy.
My colleagues and I have come to this
institution intentionally. We earnestly seek
to develop our students’ minds and talents in
submission to God and His sovereignty. Like
Jehoshaphat, we pray for our students and
this institution; and we dedicate ourselves so
that as we study the past and ask questions
of the present, we ultimately seek Him as our
Greatest and vital need.
The Taylor Hymn echoes these thoughts:
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
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Traditions
The Best

By James R. Garringer H'15

‘‘

Taylor’s traditions are one of the things that the
students say they love the most about this small,
Christian, liberal arts school in the rural Midwest.
Many of those students after they graduate
continue to hold those rituals close to their hearts
because they were not only fun and unique, but
because they participated in them with some of
their closest friends.

’’
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Imagine a packed Odle Arena on a Friday
night. So full, in fact, that the Taylor student
body circles the floor, almost to the playing
edge. In this sea of 18-22-year olds, one
immediately sees an odd assortment of
costumes – certainly not what might be
considered “normal” attire for a men’s
basketball game. Everyone from one
residence hall wing has dressed in yellow
and black stripes like bumblebees, while
students from another wing are wearing
Dalmatian costumes. Nearby others are
wearing faux fur coats with streaked black
and white wigs, evoking comparisons with
the cartoon villain, Cruella de Vil. Then
there’s a section filled with the lovable
minions from Despicable Me. It’s bordered
by rows of students dressed as everything
from smurfs to characters from the lovable
animated film Shrek. Mike Ditka and Jim
Harbaugh lookalikes patrol the sidelines –
“Ditka” in his trademark Bears sweater vest
and sunglasses while “Harbaugh” bends over
to hold his hands to his knees as he is clad
in khakis, a blue Michigan pullover, the Air
Jordan “M” hat, and thick-rimmed glasses.
There is one other thing. It is completely
silent.
Player introductions are met with silence.
The ball is tipped. Silence. Players’ shoes
chirp on the wooden floor as coaches shout
instructions. Silence. Sensing his team’s
jitters, the coach of the visiting team calls
out, “You know what they are doing. It’s
alright. Just play your game.”
A free throw settles into the net. Silence. A
Taylor player jams home a basket. Nothing.
Silence. But when Taylor gets its eighth
point, the crowd stirs. A missed shot at the
defensive end leads to a Taylor break down
the court. The anticipation swells, almost
like a pressure cooker. Students who were
seated at the court’s edge arise in unison.
Every eye in Odle is trained on the basket
as the Taylor player pulls up for a short
jumper that settles into the net for Taylor’s
ninth and tenth points. And with that, Odle
explodes.
The magical moment when Taylor
scores the 10th point.
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The Candles and Carols chapel is the
last chapel of the Fall Semester.

Screaming students rush the
court as players from both teams
race to their respective benches.
Like a scene in a disaster movie,
players who are still on the
floor weave and bob their way
through a lava field of cheering,
frantic students. The silence from
moments ago is shattered and
the din is so great it is as if the
walls of Odle Arena are throbbing.
This is Silent Night.
Plus, this Silent Night isn't the
only beloved tradition many of
these students have taken part
in that day. Earlier, the annual
Candles and Carols chapel in
Rediger Chapel/Auditorium
culminated with students
holding their lighted candles
aloft and singing the beloved
Christmas carol, Silent Night.
And as it did this morning, the
singing of Silent Night winds
down the men’s basketball game
when students link arms and
sway back and forth in the game’s
closing seconds. The first Silent
Night game was 25 years ago and
was the idea of one-time Taylor
Assistant Men’s Basketball Coach
Steve Brooks ’80. Brooks was
looking for a way to get students

into the gym for a Friday night
game. It is safe to say the plan
worked. As it grew in popularity,
students began showing up
clad in pajamas and holding
teddy bears in anticipation of
another popular ritual, Christmas
With Jay, which featured thenPresident Jay Kesler ’58 and
his wife Janie (Smith ’58) also
clad in pajamas, serving hot
chocolate in the Hodson Dining
Commons, the singing of
Christmas carols, and reading
the beloved Clement Moore ode,
A Visit from Saint Nicholas, better
known as ’Twas the Night Before
Christmas. Eventually the pj’s
were exchanged for costumes
and the reaction to the 10th
point, formerly screaming and
cheering to break the silence,
morphed into storming the court.
Silent Night is covered annually
by national media who include
ESPN, Sports Illustrated, CBS,
and numerous others on even an
international stage.
Taylor’s traditions are one of the
things that the students say they
love the most about this small,
Christian, liberal arts school
in the Midwest. Many of those
students after they graduate
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Taylathon winners get not only a
trophy, but great memories, and a
few skinned knees.

Third West Wengatz guys trying
to avoid the Melon and Gourd.

Airband: before the performance
the students invested creativity
and lots of preparation.

continue to hold those rituals close to their hearts
because they were not only fun and unique, but because
they participated in them with some of their closest
friends. The peril of assembling any sort of story that
talks about Taylor’s traditions is self-evident. Inevitably,
there will be omissions.
Just as wings from the various residence halls dress
alike and sit together at Silent Night, they combine
to plot out ideas for Airband, the annual lip syncing
event in Rediger that is so enormously popular, it has
to be shown twice. Airband becomes a full production
with costumes, choreography, acting, and lip syncing.
Each of the acts is met with thunderous applause
from the audience, many of whom are friends of those
performers on the stage.

Indiana, who transferred to Taylor three years ago so
she could study in Taylor’s film program.
“When we lost some of those traditions to Covid
restrictions it definitely affected student morale,” Olson
said. “As a transfer into Taylor, the traditions here were
unlike anything I experienced at my previous school
and were something that made Taylor feel completely
unique. Taylor is a relatively small school and sure you
see a lot of the same people day-to-day, but there is
nothing quite like gathering with the majority of the
student body to celebrate our peers’ hard work and
individuality whether that be through student concert
events like Nostalgia Night or through newer events like
Fabrica, the student-led fashion show that Integration
of Faith and Culture orchestrates.”

“I think traditions like Silent Night, Airband, and MyGen The traditions, whatever they are, are outgrowths
are crucial to Taylor student life,” said Sophie Olson ’22, of Taylor’s culture of community. Taylathon is an
a Film and Media Production major from Winona Lake,
annual men’s and women’s cycle race series that runs
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over sidewalks on campus and
pits teams of seniors, juniors,
sophomores, and freshmen
against each other. Melon and
Gourd is a Third West Wengatz
tradition that features the
aforementioned produce in a
game of tag. Men who have the
melon or gourd must tag a wing
mate to escape being “it.” Anyone
in possession of the melon or
gourd at the game’s end on Friday
at 10:00 am is “rewarded” with a
“healthy bite” of their respective
item. My Gen, Nostalgia Night,
and Mosaic Night are traditions
that showcase Taylor students’
musical abilities from singing
and playing guitar to performing
a folk dance from one’s native
country. And there are many, many
more, including residence hall
themed open houses like Third
East Wengatz’s Future Great Dads
of America. The opening chapels
of the fall and spring semesters
feature introductions of incoming
freshmen and transfer students
who are then boisterously
welcomed by their fellow Taylor
students.
“Traditions, whether longstanding
or new, shape the culture at
Taylor,” said Ela Alvarado ’22,
a Public Relations major from
Honduras. “Taylor is known for its
vivacious, welcoming community,
so its traditions, in the same
way, reflect Taylor students’
exuberant livelihood. Since there’s
always something happening on
campus, Taylor students are always
welcoming and feeling welcomed,
as it should be in the Kingdom of
God.”

Tight Corners: Taylathon racers are
wheel-to-wheel coming out of turn one,
near the Euler Science Complex.
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George Glass as he listens to
testimonials from his former Taylor
track and cross country athletes.
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The Most
Influential Man
in My Life

By James R. Garringer H’15

Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; a
stranger, and not your own lips.
Proverbs 27:2

It was like a family reunion of middle-aged
and older men. Some wore the now-faded
purple they had worn 50 years ago when
Coach George Glass ’58 was building the
track and field and cross country dynasty
that has seen Taylor ranked among the
nation’s elite. Some could still fit into their
old uniforms. All of them brought their
memories. And all of them were there to
see one person.
Generations of those Taylor runners
gathered on the Taylor campus on a warm
afternoon in September to honor Glass at
an event that was organized by Dick Gygi
’67 and others of his past athletes. Glass
was there, and so were many members
of his family. Yet the most significant
family member, the one, next to the Lord,
he credits with his success – his wife, Jan
(Huffman ’60) – was unable to attend as
she neared the end of a long battle with
dementia. She died a few weeks later on
October 13.
“I’d been going through so much. Her
death took so long and so many years. I
was pretty much consumed by that,” he
said. “Dementia treats human beings so

differently – Jan’s was beautiful. It
slowly took her life but it didn’t take
her joy.”
Joy. Even amidst the sorrow, there
were repeated demonstrations of
joy during the weekend. As Coach
worked his way through the crowd
of nearly 300, who had gathered
for a Saturday cookout on the Bond
Plaza at the LaRita Boren Campus
Center, he warmly embraced them,
reciting back to them memories
of their own unique relationships
that demonstrated the scope of his
investment in their lives. During a
time of sharing, one former athlete
after another related how their
lives were transformed because
they came to Taylor to run under
Glass’s mentorship. Each talked
about knowing and loving the Lord
in a much deeper way after they
graduated. Some even spoke with
tears glistening in their eyes. And
several said that Glass had been the
most influential man in their lives,
second only to their fathers.
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“Coach Glass is a tremendous
coach and human being and I
thoroughly enjoyed my four year
track experience at Taylor,” wrote
John “Musky” Yantiss ’70 in a
large volume of written tributes
compiled by Nelson Rediger ’67.
“I respected him as a man, and
especially as my Coach … in the four
years he was my Coach I never saw
him get mad. I coached track for
over 20 years and anytime I had a
problem, I would ask myself, ‘What
would Coach Glass do?’”
Steve Gradeless ’76 spoke of how
his relationship with running was
transformed from a focus on PRs
(personal records) to PC (pre Coach).
“A culture of success. That is how
I can best describe my entire
experience with Coach. With respect
to running, yes, but also with
respect to our pursuit of academic
excellence, and I suspect perhaps
most importantly to Coach, our life
of living with God’s Son,” he said.
There were stories of running
the steep hills of the so-called
Devil’s Backbone west of campus.
Others mentioned Coach’s old,
blue Volkswagen Microbus. Many
greeted each other with the
monosyllabic greetings for which
Glass is fondly remembered. “Yo.”
“Material things come and go, but
memories remain indelible in
your mind,” wrote Paul Frykholm
’67. “The years I spent at Taylor
undoubtedly are some of my fondest
memories. The lifelong friendships
continue and will remain. So much
of my memories centered on the
relationship developed with Coach
Glass and his influence on my
life,” he said. “Who could forget
our ‘southern trips,’ our daily
devotions, the opening of the new
indoor fieldhouse, the numerous
conference championships,
participating in the NAIA national
championships, and so many more
under the guidance of Coach Glass.”
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"A culture of success.
That is how I can best
describe my entire
experience with
Coach. With respect
to running ... our
pursuit of academic
excellence, and I
suspect perhaps most
importantly to Coach,
our life of living with
God’s Son."
– Steve Gradeless '76

“Coach Glass first entered my life at the
reception they held for new students in
the middle of the year,” remembered Barry
Davis ’67. “He gently persuaded me to
come out for track. I did, freezing my buns
running with guys in way better shape and
with way more talent … He never bullied
or was anything but a total and pure
gentleman the several years I knew him.
“I did use everything he and the track
team members taught me when I started
running in the Army after I graduated
from Taylor and for the 25 years I stayed in
shape by running 3 miles every morning.
I owe Coach Glass a lot for getting me
started in that habit! In later years it
has prolonged my life,” Davis continued.
“Because of Coach Glass, when I was 57
and mobilized for Iraqi Freedom, I, the
General, and his Chief of Staff would
frequently be the only three who finished
unit runs without walking in a unit
of 18-25 year olds! Coach’s ministry is
quiet, kind, gentle and steady! Servant

leadership was perhaps pioneered
by him, especially in my life. He will
surely hear the Lord say, ‘Well done,
my faithful servant!’”
Bill Parman ’68, another of Coach’s
past athletes, also reflected on
caring for a spouse with health
issues.
“In one practice you said that cross
country will do more for you than
you will ever do for it. So true. I
wonder how many times in practice
you would say, ‘One more time. One
more wind sprint, one more mile.’
The ‘one mores’ added up quickly.
They still do; in caring for my
wife’s health needs, working with
a hurting person, helping someone
overcome an addiction, teaching
someone how to deal with life and
walk with Christ. One more time.
You would tell us when we came
to a hill, run harder, you not only
taught us how to run but to think
and process what we were doing.
The psychology of running still
influences me today. I never did
break any CC records, I barely made
number seven on the team. Yet,
cross country still does more for me
than I did for it,” he said.
“Prior to the start of my freshman
year, Coach Glass took the cross
country team to AuSable for a
training camp,” remembered Doug
Gregory ’70. “Basically, we ran, ate,
and slept, but mostly ran. On the
Sunday morning we climbed up
this hill and Coach talked with us
about several things, but what I
remembered most is this: Guys, I
am interested in how you perform;
I want us to be the best. But what
I am most interested in is your
relationship with Jesus Christ.
Those words have impacted me as
a teacher, coach, pastor, and person.
It’s been more than 50 years since
that day, and they are still words to
live by. Next to my dad, Coach Glass
has been the most influential man
in my life.”

Trojan Generations: Coach Glass poses with
current Taylor athletes along with those who
came before.

George and Jan Glass.

George Glass gave and received hundreds of
hugs during the special tribute weekend.
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Tim Sutherland is shown during
shooting for Women of the Movement.

Let the
people see
James R. Garringer H’15
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Bryant's Grocery Store where Emmett Till
and family members went to purchase
some candy and encountered the store
owner's wife, who later accused him of
flirting with her and whistling at her.

Emmett Till was a 14-year-old from Chicago visiting family in rural
Mississippi in August 1955. Out with friends and family members
one day, he walked into Bryant’s Grocery Store, a small storefront in
Money, Mississippi, to buy some candy, where he encountered the
store owner’s wife, Carolyn Bryant. After he left, Bryant accused Till
of flirting with her and whistling at her. Till was black, and Bryant
was white. She later recanted portions of her accusation, although
Till’s family and friends confirmed he did whistle at her. Two days
later Bryant’s husband and his half-brother raided the home where
Till was staying, dragged him from bed and into the back of a
pickup truck, drove him to a remote location, and severely beat him
before shooting him to death. Afterward they dumped his weighted
body in the Tallahatchie River.
When Till’s mother, Mamie Till-Mobley, saw the extent of her
murdered son’s injuries, she ordered the youth’s casket to be left
open, telling the undertaker, “Let the people see what they did
to my boy.” Thousands of mourners, some estimate the number

to be over 100,000, slowly filed past Till’s open casket.
Some gasped, others sadly shook their heads, while
others cried, and some fainted. Till’s murder and his
mother’s courage galvanized growing anger about the
plight of blacks, not only in the south, but throughout
the country, and is widely credited with launching the
American Civil Rights movement.
The story has been told and retold in films and
documentaries as well as books, one by Till-Mobley
titled, The Death of Innocence: The Story of the Hate Crime
that Changed America. Most recently, the story gained
new life with the release of Women of the Movement, a sixpart ABC miniseries that tells the story of Till-Mobley
and her quest to see her son’s killers brought to justice.
One of the videographers whose talents captured the
story was Taylor alumnus Tim Sutherland ’07.
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The son of Ron and Judy (Klomparens
’82) Sutherland ’82, Tim Sutherland
graduated from Taylor’s Film and
Media program – a program that has
been nominated for and won numerous
awards and produced a generation
of storytellers who are not only
experienced in the art of filmmaking,
but also who are grounded in a Christcentered worldview. In the 15 years
since he graduated, Sutherland’s career
arc has bent upward as he has worked
with actors and celebrities who include
Wynona Rider, Elton John, Steven Tyler,
Carrie Underwood, and Kathy Bates.
Filming for Women of the Movement
took place in and around Money,
Mississippi, at the actual sites of the
events, or powerful recreations in the
case of Bryant’s Grocery Store, which
closed shortly after the trial of Till's
accused killers and fell into disrepair.
Sixty-seven years later, all that is left is
a dilapidated, vine-covered shell.
The film was also authentic in how it
depicted injustices faced by AfricanAmericans in 1955 in the deep south.
“One of the things that stood out to me
when we were filming in Mississippi
was African-Americans had to lower
their eyes when they passed someone
on a sidewalk. It made me wonder
what impact that would have had on
the children. It was like being in a
living history exhibit. I got to know
the actors as people. It was like seeing
those things happen to someone I
knew,” Sutherland said.
“That was one of the most interesting
things about being a camera operator getting to know the actors. Although I
could watch the episodes on television,
it wasn't the same as actually being in
the places where the story took place.
I literally had a front row seat,” he
added.
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Sutherland (right) is shown during
filming of the ABC series Big Sky with
cast member Janina Gavankar.

In keeping with the prevailing
attitudes that led to the events in the
story, the film depicted the injustices
faced by African-Americans in 1955 in
the deep south.

"I hope when people watch the show they
will comprehend that important part of
the history of this country," he continued.
"It gave me a lot to think about, and I hope
others will be able to do the same. Seeing
this story acted out made me think about my
own views.”
Sutherland, who is currently on location in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, shooting the ABC
drama, Big Sky, lives in Nashville, Tennessee,
with his wife, Lissel, and their daughters,
Melanie and Natalie.

He candidly admitted that prior to beginning work
on Women of the Movement he knew little about the
Emmett Till case. This project changed all of that for
him.
“It was meaningful to be able to create something
that actually mattered and had the potential to
make a difference in the lives of people," he said. "It
was like I was living it myself."
Women of the Movement can be viewed at ABC.com.

Emmett Till and Mamie Till-Mobley.
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She's the
Only One
By James R. Garringer H'15

Ashley Fouch presides over her Daleville
Broncos boys' basketball team practice.
Fouch is the only woman in the State of
Indiana to coach a boys' team.
30

Fouch is shown during her playing
days for the Purple and Gold.

The Daleville Broncos had just won a
game with a late basket. This team
of high school boys hurried to their
visitor’s locker room where a frenzied
celebration began, that was, until their
new coach walked in. They froze. Was
this ok? They were, after all, still getting
to know each other. “Why are you
stopping?” Ashley Fouch ’14 asked her
team, reigniting the celebration as she
jumped into its midst.
Fouch is the only woman in the State
of Indiana to coach a high school boys'
basketball team. Not to overstate, but
devotion to high school basketball in
the State of Indiana is affectionately
dubbed Hoosier Hysteria. It’s that way
for a reason. In fact, 25 years after
the introduction of classes to high
school sports, there is still an active
debate throughout the state about
“class basketball.” And consider the
motion picture Hoosiers, a film about a
small, fictional team from Hickory that
wins the state championship. Thirtyfive years after its premier, Hoosiers
continues to enjoy great popularity on
a nationwide scale.
Just as Hickory’s fictional coach
Norman Dale, played by Gene
Hackman, had his team measure the
distance from the rim to the floor
before the state finals, Fouch brings
a similar rationale and approach to
this new challenge. Basketball is
basketball.
It helps that the Daleville community
already is quite familiar with Fouch.
She coached the Daleville girls
basketball team for three years before
being hired away for a year by a much
larger school. During her three years
in Daleville, Fouch presided over a
turnaround that saw the program,
regarded as a perennial doormat, win
the sectional championship.

31

"I don't think the guys understood
how much talent they actually had."
Ashley Fouch

“My first year in, we had only won five games
in three seasons, so in my mind, I could only
go up,” she said of that girls' team. “There
weren’t many expectations. They didn’t
really believe they could win, so our first
goal was getting them to understand they
really could win a basketball game, and
that they were good. It was about building
confidence and culture.”

that they are allowed to make
mistakes. You’re going to keep
playing for me.”

Are there differences between
boys and girls when it comes
to coaching basketball? Fouch
answered there are in terms of
athleticism and the speed of the
game. But when it comes to the
It was like that for the boy's team. A year
classroom and discipline, she
ago, the team managed only eight wins.
said she holds her boy's team
In Fouch’s first year, the Broncos’ win total
to the same standards to which
jumped to 14, and the team advanced all the she held the girls.
way to the sectional championship game.
“I’m drawing from all my old
“I don’t think the guys understood how
coaches – both the bad and the
much talent they actually had,” Fouch
good,” said Fouch, who played
related. This year we focused on playing
four years for Taylor’s Trojans
with freedom and playing with confidence. women’s basketball team after
It’s about getting them to understand
a standout career at Muncie
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Central High School. “There have been
plenty of times when I’ve messed up, and
coaches I know have messed up. Grace has
been given to me, and grace has been given
to my boys. That’s huge in my coaching
philosophy, especially when I’m meeting
with new teams.
“If a person makes the same mistake three
times, we’re going to talk about it. But they
don’t do that very much,” she continued.
“When a mistake happens, the action goes
right back down the floor and I’ll tell them,
‘It’s ok, just get it back for me.’ I think they
understand that very well.”
Sometimes growth can also be measured
in losses. This year, the Broncos had 10
of them – one was during a home game
with the state’s top-ranked team, Monroe
Central. For 32 minutes the game seesawed

"I’m drawing from
all my old coaches
– both the bad
and the good.
There have been
plenty of times
when I’ve messed
up, and coaches
I know have
messed up. Grace
has been given to
me and grace has
been given to my
boys. That’s huge
in my coaching
philosophy."
Ashley Fouch

back and forth before the
heavily-favored Golden Bears
escaped with a two-point win.

has been the occasional coach or referee
who has not seemed to embrace the idea
of a woman coaching a team of high school
boys. “The biggest challenge is every single
“I would rather lose a game like game I have to prove myself,” she said. “I
that, because it shows me what didn’t necessarily feel that way on the girls'
I need to do to prepare for the
side, because there are multiple women
end of the season and sectional coaching on the girls’ side. Ultimately I’m
time,” she said. “Our players are getting the best strategy ever from whoever
learning, their characters are
is coaching on the opponents’ side for
changing, and the way they play more reasons than just ‘we’re playing a
is changing. They are getting it. basketball game.’ I have to go in and prove
They are understanding this is
that I can do this.”
an all-around better program
because we are going to be
Inspiring her guys to play with confidence
better.”
and joy. Learning from wins and losses.
And proving she can do it. If this year is any
Perhaps predictably, some of
indication, it would appear Ashley Fouch is
the challenges have not been
learning right alongside her players.
on the basketball court. There
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VISTA

Snow Day!

Central Indiana was getting nearly 10 inches of snow, in some
places over a foot, and the temperature was 18 degrees and falling.
All of which made it a perfect day for snow wrestling for Taylor
students Jonathan Taylor, Ethan Michael, and Adam Childs.
34
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Sharing the Word: The Samuel Morris
statue stood in front of Witmer Hall on the
former Taylor University Fort Wayne (TUFW)
campus. Taylor operated the extension
campus from 1992-2009.
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Taylor University
1960 – PRESENT

This period of time in Taylor University’s history began
ominously with the shattering loss of H. Maria Wright Hall
– Taylor’s beloved Administration Building, affectionately
known as, “Old Main” – in a general alarm fire on January
16, 1960. In the coming days Taylor administrators, faculty
and staff members, and students scrambled together to
continue Taylor’s educational mission, embarking on
what was known as Operation Emergency, which marshalled
the resources of the greater Taylor community to not
only recover from the fire, but to thrive as an educational
institution.
So devastating was the loss, however, that plans began to
be laid to move Taylor University back to Fort Wayne to a
plot of land near what would become the Jefferson Street
intersection with I-69. Those plans came to an end with the
Board of Trustees’ decision to remain – and build – in Upland.
With Dr. Milo A. Rediger ’39, Taylor’s longtime Dean and
newly-installed President at the helm, Taylor embarked on
the most ambitious building campaign in its history. In the
coming years, new residence halls, named for John Wengatz
and Grace Olson appeared; along with a liberal arts and
classroom center named for Thaddeus Reade, the President
who led the move to Upland some 70 years before; and a
new science building named for legendary Physics Professor
Dr. Elmer Nussbaum was constructed. Shortly after that,
a new dining facility was built, named in honor of a local
banker and Taylor friend Arthur Hodson. Then came new
residence halls named for Mary Tower English and Les and
Mil Gerig, as well as a new President’s home and soon a new
gymnasium named for Coach Don Odle ’42 – all within 16
years of the fire that cast so much doubt.
In 1985, the Taylor Board of Trustees selected a new
President – popular alumnus and Youth For Christ
President Jay Kesler ’58. For the next 15 years Taylor

University enjoyed a period of growth and stability unlike
any other in its history. A few years after the end of the
Kesler presidency, Dr. Eugene Habecker ’68 was installed
as President and led Taylor for 11 years during which the
University enjoyed strong enrollment and giving, but most
importantly continued in the Biblical faithfulness that had
been key to the administrations of each of Taylor’s past
Presidents and Boards of Trustees.
Athletics at Taylor expanded with numerous programs and
athletes achieving success on a national scale. Additionally,
overseas study and service programs flourished as Taylor’s
students traveled from Upland to the literal ends of the
earth.
Taylor’s educational offerings also grew and enjoyed
national notoriety as Taylor was recognized as the number
one baccalaureate school in the Midwest in the U.S.
News & World Report survey, America’s Best Colleges. And
the Taylor Board of Trustees cemented Taylor’s biblical
heritage and roots as they worked with faculty and staff
to create biblically-based Foundational Documents from
the Statement of Faith, Life Together Covenant, and
Multicultural Philosophy Statements to the Statements on
Human Sexuality and the Sanctity of Life.
What began in the ashes of Wright Hall in January 1960
continues today as Taylor’s Board, administrators, faculty,
staff, students, alumni, parents, and friends (three of whom
are profiled on the next few pages) work together to fulfill
the mission of Taylor University.
Taylor’s mission is to develop servant-leaders marked with a passion
to minister Christ’s redemptive love and truth to a world in need.
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G. Roselyn
(Baugh ’55)
Kerlin
Her formal name was Grace Roselyn (Baugh ’55) Kerlin,
but she was affectionately known as “Rosie” by everyone
who knew her. During her life, Kerlin’s work, ministry,
and friendship impacted hundreds of Taylor students,
faculty, administrators, and staff, and created a legacy
that will live on for many years to come.

Opportunity College Board Association for Hendricks
County, Kingdom Building Ministries, WBCL Radio
Station, and the Beta Chapter of Tri-Kappa Sorority.

Kerlin also held other Board memberships for the
Danville School Corporation for 21 years, the

Kerlin died in 2017 after a lengthy illness.

In recognition of her contributions not only to
Taylor University but the Kingdom of God, Taylor
administrators and the Board commissioned the
In her role as an elementary school teacher, Kerlin
G. Roselyn Kerlin Women in Leadership Award in
taught in the Indiana towns of Hartford City,
1995. This award is presented annually to a Taylor
Martinsville, Speedway, and Danville. She also taught
alumna whose life demonstrates an extraordinary
homebound Pima children on the Gila River Indian
commitment to Jesus Christ, service to others, and
Reservation in Arizona from 1962-66. By her own account, whose personal and professional life has exhibited
Kerlin loved teaching and being an educator, and was
godly leadership.
always committed to life-long learning.
She and her husband, Dr. Joseph Kerlin ’55, also
Kerlin served on the Taylor University Board of Trustees
supported the Taylor mission through their giving to
for a quarter century and had the distinction of being the the Taylor Annual Fund, Taylor World Outreach, Taylor
first woman to serve as that Board’s Chairperson. In her
Women’s Forum, the Trojan Club, Youth Conference,
role as a Board member, Kerlin was Chair of the Academic the Memorial Prayer Chapel, and many other Taylor
Affairs Committee, a position that allowed her to impact programs and projects. In addition, the couple’s
and enhance Taylor’s academic program offerings.
sacrificial giving created numerous scholarships
She was also known and loved as an extraordinary
that enabled hundreds of students to attend Taylor
encourager and mentor.
University.
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Rosie Kerlin is greeted by her friends, Joyce
Helyer (left) and Marylou Habecker.

Gene Habecker and Rosie Kerlin read the
plaque citing her newly-awarded Honorary
Doctorate during the 2009 Commencement.
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A regular speaker in chapel, Jay Kesler
continued to be a student favorite well
into his retirement.

Jay and Janie Kesler - Taylor's First
Couple for 15 years.
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Jay Kesler ’58
There is a case to be made that Jay Kesler ’58 was God’s
man for the time he served as Taylor’s President from
1985-2000. When he arrived after a successful tenure as
President of Youth For Christ, Taylor University faced
flagging enrollment and a growing need to update or
replace aging buildings. When he completed his tenure
in 2000, Taylor had experienced record enrollment,
launched a satellite campus in Fort Wayne, conducted
two tremendously-successful capital campaigns that led
to a new round of brick-and-mortar facility upgrades,
and seen nationwide recognition accorded to its
academic program.
Known as a voracious reader, Kesler combined his skills
in leadership with a down-to-earth relatability that
allowed him to move seamlessly from students, faculty,
and board members to parents, alumni, and staff. In 2000
he transitioned to the role of Chancellor and in 2005 was
named President Emeritus. Prior to an illness that led
to the conclusion of his public ministry in 2018, Kesler
continued to be an immensely popular chapel speaker
and beloved mentor to numerous administrators, faculty
members, and students.
Beyond Taylor’s “village border,” Kesler was widely
recognized and respected as a speaker and author. For
25 years, his five-minute syndicated radio program
Family Forum featured Kesler giving biblical answers
to questions posed by listeners and was heard on
stations throughout the United States. His international
reputation as a leader in the field of Christian higher
education has helped spotlight Taylor’s strong academic
background and Christian commitment. His leadership
was instrumental in the 1992 merger of Taylor and

Summit Christian College, creating Taylor University
Fort Wayne, which lasted from the merger until 2009.
In addition to several honorary doctorates, Kesler was
listed in The Templeton Guide: Colleges that Encourage
Character and Development as one of the 50 college
presidents who exercised leadership in character
development. The Council for Christian Colleges and
Universities (CCCU) also named Kesler a Distinguished
Senior Fellow – an honor he shared with the late Senate
Chaplain Richard Halverson, and Charles Colson, the
well-loved evangelical leader whose conversion to Christ
after his involvement in the Watergate affair sparked a
global movement.
Kesler was a founding board member for Prison
Fellowship, and was actively involved with the National
Prayer Breakfast for more than a quarter of a century.
Prior to his return to Taylor, Kesler served as President of
Youth For Christ from 1973-85.
Taylor embarked on two capital campaigns under his
leadership. The first one, a $9.3 million project completed
in 1993, was the largest in the history of the University.
And in association with Taylor’s Sesquicentennial in
1996, the Taylor Tomorrow Capital Campaign with a $75
million goal was launched. It was successfully completed
after his presidency concluded.
Kesler and his wife Janie (Smith ’58) moved into a home
in Upland near the Taylor Lake upon the completion of
his presidency. They continue to live there today.
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Jere Truex ’68
Jere Truex ’68 was very much like every other little boy
in 1952. An active seven-year-old, he loved to run and
jump, and was outside as much as he was inside. His
mother, Maxine, would later say she had taken every
precaution with not only Jere, but also his sisters during
the polio epidemic that was sweeping through the
United States. The family dutifully avoided theaters and
public drinking fountains; yet, it was Jere (pronounced
Jerry) who fell ill. As his fever raged and his breathing
became labored, his family’s worst fears were realized.
When he “recovered,” polio had rendered this healthy
little boy a respiratory quadriplegic. Over the last 44 years
of his life, Jere was forced to spend nights in an iron lung
that did his breathing for him. During the daytime, he
used what little dexterity he had in his right hand to lift
a respirator pipe to his mouth to take a breath. He was
fed by others, dressed by others, bathed by others. Jere
never drove a car, went on a date, married, or “enjoyed”
the life of his able-bodied friends.
Yet, he was not a man who countenanced pity. Blessed
with a clever wit and outgoing personality, Jere, with his
mother’s help, and eventually the help of his stepfather
(after his father’s death), attended the local Jefferson
School and went on to Taylor University, where he
graduated in the class that included Gene and Marylou
(Napolitano ’68) Habecker ’68. In fact, in recognition of
his mother’s contribution to her son’s education, she was
awarded an Associate’s Degree.
Jere worked for a period of time in Taylor’s Information
Technology department and later for the Advancement
department in the Alumni Office. Again, using the
partial mobility in his right hand, he used a wand to tap
a keyboard that was placed on an easel that fit over his
cot. A fixture at numerous sporting events, he held court
at the west end of Odle Arena, quite often surrounded by
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Taylor students along with faculty and staff members
who were drawn to his gregarious nature. Occasionally
Jere would even let his opinion of the referees be
known when he used that right hand to hoist a small,
handwritten sign that read, “I can do better than that.”
His wit, often disarming, was on display one particular
evening in the darkened streets of Chicago as Taylor
Advancement personnel searched for the hotel where
their staff retreat was to take place the next day. An
alarm began to sound from Jere’s respirator because
the battery was low. Anxiously the driver asked, “How
long can you go without your respirator?”
“I don’t know,” he answered. “I haven’t found out
yet.” The humor broke the tension and within a few
minutes he was safe inside his hotel room and his
respirator was connected to electricity.
A few weeks before his death in 1996, Truex attended
what would be his final staff retreat. In failing health,
he shared a devotional during which he admitted that
it was hard to live life the way he did. But he would
much rather live as a quadriplegic and know the Lord
than to have an able body and go into a Christless
eternity.
Truex died a few weeks later on Saturday, August 24,
1996. At his funeral service in the Rediger Chapel/
Auditorium, President Jay Kesler ’58 based his eulogy
on Hebrews 13:2. Do not neglect hospitality to strangers, for
by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.

Jere Truex and his mother,
Maxine Sanders.
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01

03

1971

01 The Class of 1971 celebrated
their 50th reunion during
Homecoming and Family
Weekend this fall. They began
their celebration by dedicating
their class gift, 1971 Plaza, at the
Muselman House. President
Lindsay and Rebecca warmly
greeted alumni and spouses.
The celebrations continued with
a memorial service honoring
classmates who have passed.
They had two banquets which
included singing the Wandering
Wheels theme song. They
felt honored to witness the
scholarship awarded to Natalie
Kirkpatrick, the granddaughter
of their classmates. The Class of
1971 plans to continue awarding
scholarships in the coming years.

1977
02 Several ladies from Third East Hall shared
laughs and remembered times together
during their 50th reunion held in October for
the Class of 1971. Many memories were relived,
friendships strengthened and photos taken.
From left to right in the photo are Karen
(Anderson) Stowers, Phyllis (Redding)
Keesling, Pam (Goeschl) Robb, Peggy (Lortz)
Coppler, and Marsha (Corll) Becker.
03 Dr. Thomas Jones was honored as
a Sagamore of the Wabash by Indiana
Governor Eric Holcomb during halftime
of Taylor’s annual Silent Night game on
December 10. The Sagamore of the Wabash is
the State of Indiana’s highest civilian honor,
and it was presented to Jones upon his
retirement from Taylor after more than 40
years of distinguished service, most recently
as Interim Provost.

Dr. Joan VanderSchaaf was
recently honored with the 2021
Distinguished Teaching Award at
National Louis University. The
school has five campuses and Dr.
VanderSchaaf joined the National
Louis faculty in 2015 after living in
Central Florida. She teaches on the
Lisle campus in their post-graduate
counseling department and also
maintains a full-time counseling
practice, Counseling Arts and
Wellness, LLC, in Wheaton, Illinois.
She resides in Wheaton with her
husband, Dr. Fred VanderSchaaf
’78, who retired from his
chiropractic practice in Altamonte
Springs, Florida, in 2013.

1975

Reverend Jon Rumley and his wife,
Nona (Tonissen), retired after 46 years in
ministry and 33 years as Senior Pastor of the
Evergreen Baptist Church of Michigan City,
Indiana. They now live in Lafayette, Indiana.
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1979

04 Bruce Sebestyen has been
named a Sagamore of the Wabash,
the State of Indiana’s highest
civilian honor, for his dedication to
and service of the community. State
Representatives Ann Vermilion and
Tony Cook presented him with the
award.

Bruce was recognized for his
contributions to Wandering
Wheels, an organization serving
churches and youth organizations,
and connecting children with
volunteer mentors. According to
Vermilion, who presented the
award on behalf of Governor Eric
Holcomb, Bruce played an integral
role in designing Wandering
Wheels’ Kitchen-Retreat House, a
getaway for churches and youth
organizations. Wandering Wheels,
which was originally a part of
Taylor University, serves churches
in Illinois, Michigan, and Ohio.
Bruce began serving with the
Upland volunteer ambulance
service in 1979 and after 40 plus
years of service became head EMT.

1988

05 Eric and Jill (Crouch ’90) De
Haan are excited to live abroad
once again in Seoul, South Korea,
working at Seoul Foreign School. It
is their fourth international post,
having worked at international
schools in Germany, Czech
Republic, and Spain earlier in
their careers. They are thankful to
Taylor for helping instill a vision
of engaging with the larger world.
They would love to connect with
other Taylor alumni in Asia.

Nate Grubaugh is in his 24th
year in education with 23 years at
Detroit Country Day School where
he has taught 6th grade Study
Skills, 7th grade World History, and
8th grade Critical Thinking and
Research. Nate was the 6th grade
Dean of Students for 12 years and
is now the Middle School Dean

of Student Life and Director of the Middle
School Leadership Academy. Nate and his
wife, Christie, recently celebrated their
23rd anniversary. They have four children:
Amaris (15), Joshua (13), Shepherd (6), and
Evangeline (3). Nate credits his time at Taylor
as instrumental in his educational career
and even moreso in his faith journey. He can
be reached at: ngrubaugh@dcds.edu.

2001

Anders Morley was honored with the
National Outdoor Book Award for his
memoir, This Land of Snow, which was
released by Mountaineers Books in 2020.

2002

06 Dr. Jesse Joyner successfully defended
his PhD dissertation at Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School on November 3, 2021. His
research centers on understanding how
people discern, live out, and steward their
callings. The title of his dissertation is Holy
Fools: Exploring the Journey of Calling for
Christian Variety Performers.

2008

07 Meggie (Lyzenga ’08) Triggs and her
husband, Andrew, welcomed Gracie Ann to
their family on August 21, 2021. Big brother
Lincoln (3) loves his sister. They live in the
Grand Rapids, Michigan, area and are part of
a new PCA church, Trinity PCA Hudsonville.

2014

09 Peter Garringer married Katie
Hazelton on October 9, 2021, in
Lyons, Colorado. Taylor friends who
participated in the wedding included
his friends Tim Miller ’15, Stephen
Newhall, and Peter Jordano, and his
brother Matt Garringer ’19. Peter is
the son of Jim and Lois (Tropf ’83)
Garringer H’15. The couple lives
in Littleton, Colorado, and both are
students at Denver Seminary.

2015

10 Chris Hanson and Sam Bolds have
been friends since attending Wheaton
Academy high school and remained
friends throughout college. Chris is
the founder of PolyWyse Lighting,
and Sam is Director of IT at Christ
Community Church. Together they
created a spectacular Christmas light
show at the Hanson Barn in Marengo,
Illinois. The display, which had its own
musical soundtrack, ran from December
4-30, contained more than 47,000 pixel
LEDs, 20 stage DMX fixtures, 3,000
feet of cables, several stage lasers, and
DMX flame throwers. Chris and Sam
were interviewed by several local news
organizations and say over a thousand
cars drove through the display. For more
information, visit: www.hansonbarn.
com.

2012

Drew Eppehimer completed a PhD in
Aquatic Ecology from the University
of Arizona in May 2021. His doctoral
dissertation, Ecological Impacts of Artificial
Flows in Effluent-dependent Aridland Rivers,
examined the use of treated wastewater as
a conservation tool in desert rivers. Drew
is currently a postdoctoral researcher with
the U.S. Geological Survey’s Grand Canyon
Monitoring and Research Center in Flagstaff,
Arizona, studying the impacts of drought on
fish populations in the Colorado River.
08 Daniel Ross McIlrath and his wife,
Miriam, welcomed their first child, Lewis
Cameron, on October 6, 2021. They were
married on May 27, 2018, in Bloomington,
Indiana. Andrew Crane served as a
groomsman.
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IN MEMORIAM
Then the King will say to those on his right, "Come, you who are blessed
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world." —Matthew 25:34

W E R E M E M B E R T H E S E M E M B E R S O F T H E TAY L O R
C O M M U N I T Y W H O H AV E G O N E T O B E W I T H T H E L O R D .

1948

Mary Helen (Dunham) Zimmerman
passed away on July 23, 2021. She was
96. After Taylor, Mary Helen attended
Asbury College, where she met her
husband, John. Together they served
five churches in the United Methodist
West Ohio Conference for 50 years.
Mary Helen taught middle school for
30 years at Maumee and at Mount
Healthy Junior High in Cincinnati,
as well as private piano lessons for 45
years. Mary Helen was very involved in
many committees in all the churches
they were assigned to, even at Twin
Towers Retirement Community where
they lived for their last 15 years. She
was preceded in death by her husband.
Survivors include her sons, John and
Mark, and daughters, Jill ’79, and Jan
(Dunham ’79) Rickard. She also is
survived by two grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

High School as an educator and counselor.
Jan also served alongside George at Taylor
University for over 40 years. Jan and George
enjoyed summers at Winona Lake, Indiana,
and later became snowbirds to Clearwater,
Florida. In 2018, Jan and George moved to
Georgia to be closer to their daughter. She
was a longtime member of The Chapel in
Fort Wayne, Indiana, where she served as
a greeter and violinist. She was a gifted
musician and loved being a part of various
musical groups. In 1999, the Indiana General
Assembly recognized Jan as Mother of the
Year for her love and commitment to her
faith, family, and the positive contribution
she made to both community and society.
She was a supportive and encouraging
mother and the biggest cheerleader for her
children. Jan and George shared a beautiful
love story and were sweethearts until the
very end. Jan was a joyful soul who loved
the Lord. Survivors include her husband
of 62 years, George; her children and their
spouses: Cynthia (Glass ’82) Shinabarger
1960
(Todd ’81) of Newnan, Georgia; Debra (Glass
11 Janet Mae (Huffman) Glass, age
’84) Goeglein (Chris ’84) of Fort Wayne,
82, went home to be with the Lord on
Indiana; and Timothy Glass ’86 (Connie) of
October 13, 2021, after a long battle with Indianapolis, Indiana. Also surviving are her
dementia. Jan, as she was affectionately grandchildren Erin (Shinabarger ’09) Geyer
known, met her husband, George
(Jon), Eric Shinabarger ’09 (Brook Girgis
Glass ’58, while at Taylor, and the
’09), Justin Goeglein ’10 (Jordan Beaverson
couple married on August 15, 1959. She
’11), Alissa (Goeglein ’12) Kline (Noah), Anna
earned Master’s degrees in Elementary
(Goeglein ’15) Shaum (Ben ’15), Cameron
Education and Counseling from Ball
Glass ’17, Emma Glass, and Mia Glass. Jan is
State University and served at Eastbrook also survived by nine great-grandchildren.
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1968

1954

Dalton A. Van Valkenburg was promoted
to his heavenly home on November 15, 2020.
He was 94. “Van,” as he was affectionately
known, was passionately proud of Taylor
University and his time spent there. He was
first on campus as a student following his
U.S. Navy service during the end of WWII.
As part of a gospel music ministry at Taylor,
Van met the love of his life Miriam (Beers
’60). Van had never considered teaching,
but his degrees opened the opportunity to
return to Taylor as a member of their faculty.
He was the first Taylor instructor in their
newly available business and economics
courses, teaching there from 1956-1963.
Van and Miriam were married for over 56
years before Miriam died after a battle with
Alzheimer’s in 2006. They had two children
who attended Taylor Diane (Van Valkenburg
’73) Herris and Dale ’75. Van lived most of
his retirement years in his North Canton,
Ohio, home. He is survived by his children
and seven grandchildren, as well as 14 greatgrandchildren. Van leaves a legacy focused

on his faith in God, his beloved family, and
an intense love for the Taylor University
community. He recently established a
student scholarship fund to benefit upperclassmen business students at Taylor.

1967

Marcia (Slosson) Clark went to be with
the Lord on August 7, 2021, after battling
Covid-19. After graduating from Taylor
she was an elementary school teacher for
50 years, and received numerous awards
and acknowledgements for her teaching
accomplishments and service. Her faith in
Christ was constantly displayed in her love
of family and friends, and her willingness
to serve others. She is survived by her
husband of 54 years, Ron ’68; children Ron
Jr., Randy, Amy; and six grandchildren. Her
family is comforted knowing she is with the
Lord and has been reunited with her mother,
who died when she was six, and her father,
who died in 1973.

12 Jay Alan Comstock, beloved husband,
father, grandfather, son, brother, uncle,
teacher, friend, and most importantly, Christ
follower, was called home by the Lord on
October 5, 2021. He was 75. Jay was raised on
the mission fields of Columbia and Brazil,
along with his siblings. After his graduation
from Taylor, he earned a degree from Asbury
Theological Seminary (1973), and served the
Lord as a pastor for 15 years. His assignments
included churches in Quincy and Lincoln,
Illinois; Florissant, Missouri; and Carrollton,
Texas. After earning an MBA from the
University of North Texas, Jay continued to
serve the Lord in his second vocation as an
accountant and the Chief Financial Officer
of Weir’s Furniture Village from 1991 to 2015.
Jay married Shirley (Lee ’70) in 1970, and
together they raised four children and were
blessed with 12 grandchildren, whom he
called his delight and joy. Teaching the Word
of God was the constant passion of Jay’s life.
He taught the two-year Bethel Series Bible
class at least six times, as well as several
Sunday school classes, and to any listening
ear on any given day. His survivors include
his wife; four children, Kimberly (Robert)
Nilsson, Angelia (Richard) Pinson, Bradley
(Carrie ) Comstock, and LeAnn (Kristopher)
Roberts; and 12 grandchildren. Grandson
Micah Pinson ’26 will begin at Taylor
this fall. Also surviving are siblings, Bart
(’66) and Marilyn (Stucky ’66) Comstock,
Larry (Faye) Comstock, and Dale and
Margaret (Bailey ’70) Comstock; sisters,
Brooke (Comstock ’76) Bruner, and Paige
(Comstock ’77) Cunningham.

Lura J. Fry, a longtime and well-loved administrative assistant in the Taylor athletic department, died
on May 5, 2021. Lura served the department, its coaches, and most notably, the students for 20 years
prior to retirement in 1998, when she and her late husband, Bill, the former Chair of the Department
of English at Taylor, retired to Florida. She was a graduate of Missionary Training Institute (Nyack
College), in Nyack, New York. During her service at Taylor, Lura and Bill led numerous overseas study
trips to locations throughout Europe and Asia. She is lovingly remembered for her gracious, giving
spirit and love for the Lord, her family, and her students. Lura was preceded in death by Bill, her
husband of 56 years, and her son-in-law, Steve Hewitt ’85. She is survived by four daughters, their
husbands, 11 grandchildren, and 16 great-grandchildren.
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1988

13 Wayne Dietrich of Sellersville,
Pennsylvania, passed away Wednesday,
January 27, 2021, after fighting a
courageous seven-month battle with
stomach cancer. He was 55. He and his
wife, Wendy (Rutherford), celebrated
their 31st wedding anniversary on
March 25, 2020. Wayne loved his wingmates from 2nd West Wengatz and was
thrilled to stay in touch with so many
over the years. He worked as a Salary
Consultant for over 30 years at his
family’s firm, D. Dietrich Associates. He
attended Calvary Church of Souderton.
Wayne was an avid fan of the
Philadelphia Phillies, Eagles, and 76ers.
He loved to read, cook, drink a good cup
of coffee, and listen to jazz music. He
was also fond of traveling, especially to
Cape Cod, Massachusetts. Wayne will
be remembered for his dedication to
God and to people. Survivors include
his wife, son (Nicholas) and sister,
Sharon Haight. Also surviving are his
parents. Wayne was preceded in death
by his brother, Brian.
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1991

14 Wendy A. Bilen of Silver Spring, Maryland,
passed away on Monday, July 12, 2021, after a
valiant battle with ovarian cancer. She was 52. After
graduating from Taylor, Wendy earned a Master’s
in Educational Psychology from Loyola University
in Chicago, and then an M.A. in Creative Writing
from George Mason University. She worked with
underprivileged children in Elgin, Illinois, and also
as a trainer with the Federal Reserve in Chicago. She
later served as a Professor of English and Creative
Writing at Trinity University in Washington
D.C. One of her many accomplishments was her
award-winning book Finding Josie, a story about
her maternal grandmother whom she dearly loved.
She loved her job at Trinity, where she impacted
her students’ lives and was well loved and admired
by students and faculty alike. She was tenacious
in everything she did. She loved to travel and
completed many things on her bucket list including
trips to France, Iceland, Norway, Russia, New York,
Disney World, and South Dakota. She was proud to
parent her two lovely girls, Briannah and Bianca.
They were the love of her life. She also had a very
strong faith and was a believer in Jesus Christ, her
Lord and Savior. She is survived by her daughters,
her parents, brother, nephews, and a niece.
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Doug Rupp ’74, Member,
Taylor Board of Trustees
Doug Rupp ’74 is remembered by his family,
friends, and colleagues as a generous
family man, friend, and most significantly, a
follower of Christ. He died on March 3, 2021,
after courageously battling cancer.
While a student at Taylor, Doug was a
member of the Trojans’ baseball team,
famously hitting a walk-off grand slam
during his final collegiate at bat. Shortly after graduation, he married his college
sweetheart, Kathy (Sonnenberg ’75). The couple was married for 46 years.
Soon after graduation, Doug accepted a job offer from Sauder Woodworking, returning
him to his father’s hometown, Archbold, Ohio. Doug never left, raising his three
children and retiring in 2019 as the Director of Finance and Administration.
Outside of home and work, Doug would often be found at church, kids/grandkids'
events, traveling in the family conversion van, watching his favorite sports and serving
in various communities.
Doug enjoyed many years of faithful, voluntary service as treasurer, a member of the
administrative committee, and overseeing the college scholarship fund of Archbold
Evangelical Church. He also served on the Taylor University Board of Trustees, WBCL
Board of Trustees and the Christian Services Foundation. He leaves behind a legacy of
quiet, dependable servant leadership that has blessed many.
“Doug was a passionate follower of Christ whose testimony, wisdom, kindness, and
friendship were of the greatest value to me and to our Taylor Board of Trustees,”
said Chris Goeglein ’84, Taylor’s Board Chairman and a longtime friend. “Doug was
constantly a winsome and thoughtful voice in each discussion we had as a Board and
the impact he had on Taylor University is one that will be realized for generations of
future Taylor students.”
Surviving and entrusted with carrying out his legacy are his wife, Kathy; three children,
Kristin (Rupp ’03) Riddle, Jordan and Kelsey (Randall ’08) Rupp ’07, and David
Rupp ’13. Also surviving are grandchildren Alexa, Jordan David (JD) and Tyson; and
two brothers Dawson Rupp and Craig (Julie) Rupp.
The family has established the Doug Rupp Baseball Endowed Scholarship at Taylor in
his memory.
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Richard Russell ’52, Board of
Trustees member, Athletic Hall
of Fame member
Richard Russell ’52 passed
away peacefully at his home in
Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan,
on Tuesday, September 14,
2021. He was 92. During his
time at Taylor, where he earned
a BA in Business, he excelled
on many sports teams and his
performance earned him a spot
in the Taylor University Athletic
Hall of Fame in 1988. After
graduating Richard married
Pauline Papenfus of Detroit, Michigan, and together they made their home in Grosse Pointe,
Michigan, where they raised three daughters and a son. They celebrated their 69th wedding
anniversary in June 2021.
Richard worked with his father and brother developing land and building homes throughout
Grosse Pointe until 1978 when he and his son, Richard E. Russell ’76, established Russell
Homes, Inc. Together they constructed many lovely residential developments.
Richard had many varied interests. He was an avid reader, a lifelong student of history, and
enjoyed international travel with Pauline. Boating on Lake St. Clair and the Great Lakes, golfing,
hunting, and family time at his cabin in Northern Michigan were his favored activities. However,
the primary focus of Richard’s life was his Christian faith. As a child he attended Burns Ave.
Baptist Church in Detroit and in Saturday School he learned a verse that would become a theme
he would live by.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge Him and He will direct your path. Proverbs 3: 5-6
Richard was blessed with the gift of business and financial wisdom and used it in many ways
to advance the cause of Christ. As an adult he and his family attended Grosse Pointe Baptist
Church in Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan. He served as a Church Trustee throughout his
adult life and served on the North American Baptist Conference as Chairman of the Finance
Committee.
In 1973 he became a Taylor University Trustee during an era of tremendous expansion. He
served for 29 years until 2002. Richard helped inspire generous financial donations to Taylor
becoming a charter member of Taylor’s Council of 100. Richard was preceded in death by
his daughter Gailanne (Russell ’79) Schwanitz, and is survived by his wife, Pauline, three
children, 11 grandchildren, and 14 great-grandchildren. Many members of his family followed
Richard to Taylor. They included his children, Lauren (Russell ’76) Benson, Richard, and Beth
(Russell ’86) Halvorsen; two sons-in-law, Bruce Benson ’75, Roderick Halvorsen ’85; and one
grandchild, Brian Russell ’10.
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15 Dr. Harold Snyder died on December 24,
2021. He was 93. During his tenure on the science
faculty at Taylor, he taught conservation classes
at a program he launched at Big Twin Lake, in
northern Michigan, which he developed into the
Au Sable Environmental Institute. Au Sable grew
to include professors and college students from
over 20 different Christian colleges. Dr. Snyder’s
desire was to create community around a love for
creation and the Creator. He also started Cedar Bend
Farm and Retreat Center in Mancelona, Michigan,
with the same goal. In high school, Harold was an
accomplished track athlete, winning the Michigan
State Championship in the half mile, and went
on to the University of Michigan on an athletic
scholarship. After graduation with a degree in
biology, he earned Master’s and PhD degrees from
Michigan State University. His early career was
as a pastor in the Free Methodist Church, but he
retired from the ministry, joking he had run out of
sermons. During his time at Taylor, he became the
Chairman of the Science Department, but his love
was always the study of biology in a field setting.
Harold enjoyed storytelling and jokes, he sang God’s
praise in quartets. His favorite verse was Psalm 34:1
“I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall
continually be in my mouth.” Harold is survived
by his wife of 67 years, Ellen, his daughter, Marian
(Snyder ’77) Willey (Mark ’76), and son James
Snyder, '82, and Gina (Roberts ’79). Additional
survivors include his grandson, Luke Snyder MES
’06, as well as many grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. The great loves of his life were his
wife, Ellen, his family, horses, the outdoors, and the
Lord Jesus.

Barbara Davenport ’88 went to be with
the Lord on December 26, 2021. She was
87. Barb, as she was affectionately known,
was transplanted from her beloved home
state of California to Upland in 1959 when
her husband, Bob, assumed the position
of head football coach at Taylor University.
She would later say the seemingly lengthy
winters in Upland made her “environmentally
really unhappy,” but sensing God’s call,
she stayed and built a life for herself, her
family, and all who would come to know and
love her. She had a profound impact on her
community and was instrumental in having
kindergarten added to the Eastbrook School
District. She made sure the elementary
schools had playgrounds and coordinated
and coached local summer softball leagues
for girls. She also started a summer day
camp called Fun in the Sun, which combined
Barb’s two favorite things: playing games
and learning about Jesus. Barb was active
in Upland’s Helping Hands outreach and
was a board member for the Pregnancy
Help Center. She was also a member of the
Upland Community Church, and she worked
with elementary children through Kids Hope.
After graduating from Taylor in 1988 as a
non-traditional student, she earned a Master
of Arts degree at Ball State University. In
1993 she was hired as the registrar at Taylor
University, retiring in 2004. She and a group
of friends met regularly on Thursdays for
many years to pray for Taylor University.
Survivors include her children, Dani (Neil)
Williams, Dane Davenport ’80 (Laurie
Beers ’80), Daphne (Davenport ’86) Howes
(Drew), and Dawn Davenport. Also surviving
are 14 grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren,
and her sister.
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Jerry Cramer H’12
Longtime Taylor staff member,
ambassador, parent, and friend Jerry
Cramer, 79, of Upland, Indiana, died
after a brief illness on Thursday, Feb. 3,
2022, at Lutheran Hospital in Fort Wayne,
Indiana.

million, becoming the most successful in Taylor’s history.

After a successful 29-year career at
Marathon Oil in Findlay, Ohio, Jerry came
to Taylor University, from where each of
his three children either had graduated
or would graduate, joining the University
Advancement staff as the Director of the
Taylor Tomorrow Capital Campaign. As
he worked with Jay Kesler ’58, Taylor’s
President, and Gene Rupp ’58, the Vice
President for University Advancement,
and many other members of the
Advancement staff, the Taylor Tomorrow
campaign brought in more than $70

Later Jerry served as liaison for the parents of Taylor University students and became a well-loved
connection with the University. He retired from Taylor after a successful 15 years of service and was
named an Honorary Alumnus in 2012.
He held degrees from the University of Findlay (Bachelor’s in 1964) and Indiana University (Master’s
in 1966).
Jerry was a member of Upland Community Church, where he served as an Elder and sang in the
choir. He also served on the board of the Lift Eastbrook Program. He was a board member for
Youth For Christ in Findlay, Ohio, as well as the Arlington local school board. Jerry was also a
member of Gideons International.
In addition to his loving wife of 58 years, Connie, Jerry is survived by his three children, Shelly
(Cramer ’88) (Terrell) Gramling, Jeff (Jane Huntzinger ’90) Cramer ’90, and Carrie Cramer
’97 of Kansas City, Missouri. Also surviving are seven grandchildren, Lane (Lauren) Gramling ’14,
Vanessa Gramling ’17, Madeline Cramer, Olivia (Gramling ’18) (Bryce ’19) Peters, Ethan (Tiffany
Rogers ’20) Cramer ’21, Eva Parsons, and Owyn Parsons.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Jerry and Connie Cramer Endowed Scholarship at
Taylor University, the Lift Eastbrook Afterschool Program, or Upland Community Church.
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HIGH SCHOOL SOPHOMORES &
JUNIORS CAN PURSUE THEIR
PASSIONS THIS SUMMER.
Students learn from experts while gaining hands-on, college-level experience during Academic
Summer Camp. They will grow in faith while living on campus with like-minded peers.

COMPUTER SCIENCE
& ENGINEERING

MUSICAL THEATER

ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIENCE

PROFESSIONAL WRITING

FILM PRODUCTION

VOCATION

MATH

SYSTEMS

HEALTH SCIENCES
ART

WORSHIP ARTS

Register:
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The Heart of the Mission
As Rebecca and I attended the special
dinner for Coach George Glass ’58 (see the
story on page 22), we were moved to hear
the accounts of one former athlete after
another who emotionally shared about
the profound impact this godly man had
on their lives – all because they came to
Taylor University and competed for him. It
was wonderfully evident that these men,
most of whom are well into their 60s and
70s, continue to treasure the investment of
Coach Glass in their lives.
Mentors shape us deeply. As you think of
those men or women whom God used to
influence your life, so often the person
or persons who easily come into your
remembrance is a parent, a pastor, a youth
group director, or even a boss at one of your
first jobs. And quite often, it is a college
professor or coach, as it was for these
former Trojans.
Mentors have the ability to speak into
the whole range of our lives for years, if
not decades. During my seminary years,
researcher George Gallup Jr. invited me
to work on a book with him. From that
project, a warm relationship was born that
bore rich fruit in our lives until the Lord
called him home 11 years ago. He was one
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of the first people I called when we found
out our daughter, Elizabeth, had special
needs, as well as when I landed the Gordon
presidency.

The student body praying
for incoming freshmen and
transfer students.

This gratitude is the heart of our Taylor
Mission Statement – to develop servantleaders marked with a passion to minister
Christ's redemptive love and truth to a world in
need. As we ask the Lord to guide us in our
Early in my faculty appointment at Rice
investment in the lives of our students, we
University, it was not another sociologist,
prayerfully do so in the spirit of Romans 12
but a chemist who impacted my life. Dr.
– Paul’s command to be transformed by the
James Tour is a well-respected and gifted
renewing of our minds. These are the kinds
chemist who openly professes his Christian of prayers our Lord delights to answer.
faith, all within the secular setting we
shared. He deftly balanced his scholarly
In that role we not only educate our
work with his service as a Sunday School
students, but help them ponder life’s
teacher, along with the raising of his four
most pressing questions. Is this person
children. Jim became a profound mentor,
I’m dating the one I should marry? Is this
helping me think about my routines
major really God’s will for my life? Where
for writing, creating grant proposals,
should I attend graduate school?
preparing for classes, and building life/
work rhythms. He modeled for me my very The opportunity to work with these young
best self – he was faithful to the Lord, a
men and women, and to pour into their
respected scholar, and also a really nice guy lives, is a wonderful privilege and sacred
who people liked to be around.
trust for me and our faculty at Taylor. And
as we consider our history, it has been for
Gratitude for that investment in my life is
175 years.
one of the things that fuels my work here
at Taylor University. It also gives life to the
work of our dedicated faculty members –
these gifted professionals have options in
terms of where they spend their careers,
D. Michael Lindsay, Ph.D.
yet each of them freely speaks of how God
President and Professor of Sociology
called them to Taylor.
Taylor University

“The scholarship awards
I have received during my
education at Taylor have
blessed me immensely, not
only helping me financially,
but also opening many doors
of opportunity.

Impacting Students
Through Scholarships
SCHOLARSHIPS SUPPORTED BY ALUMNI
AND FRIENDS HAVE A DIRECT IMPACT ON
TAYLOR’S ABILITY TO RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND
DEVELOP THE FULL POTENTIAL OF STUDENTS
ENTRUSTED TO ITS CARE.

The generosity of donors has made the
Taylor experience possible for scholarship
recipient Mariah Hurst ’23. You can read
Mariah’s story on page 10.
For information on scholarships, contact
Michael Mortensen (mcmortensen@
taylor.edu).
To make a gift, visit www.taylor.edu/give.

“Known for being an
intentional community,
Taylor has given me the
opportunity to cultivate deep
and life-long friendships.
Academically, my professors
and peers have pushed me
to improve in my writing
and design skills. Perhaps
one of the richest blessings
I have received during my
time at Taylor has been the
opportunity for spiritual
growth. Through chapels, late
night conversations, Spiritual
Renewal Week, and a church
that I love, I continue to grow
deeper in my faith. Lastly,
Taylor has opened doors for
me through the Presidential
Fellowship program to
advance professionally by
challenging me to develop in
my strengths and grow in my
weaknesses.”

Ashley Fouch ’14 watches her Daleville Broncos going through
drills during practice. Fouch, a former Trojan point guard, is the only
woman coaching a boys high school team in the State of Indiana.

